
 

CITY OF OREGON CITY 
 

ARTS COMMISSION 
 

AGENDA  

City Hall Chambers, 625 Center Street, Oregon City 

Thursday, April 21, 2022 at 7:00 PM 

VIRTUAL MEETING NOTICE 

This meeting will be held in-person at the location listed above and virtually via Zoom. Please 
contact dgering@orcity.org for the Zoom link if you wish to participate. 

CALL TO ORDER 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. 2022 March Minutes 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Citizens are allowed up to 3 minutes to present information relevant to the City but not listed as 
an item on the agenda. The Chair has the discretion to waive limitations. Prior to speaking, 
citizens shall complete a comment form and deliver it to the Staff Member. The Arts 
Commission does not generally engage in dialog with those making comments but may refer 
the issue to the City Manager.  

PRESENTATIONS 

OC 2040 

Downtown Oregon City Association 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. Arts Mural Application Friends of the Oregon City Library  

2. Amendment to Bylaws 

3. Discussion: Appropriate Use of Art Commission Funds Pt 2 

4. Staff Update: Damaged Sculpture 

COMMUNICATIONS 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Arts Commission Agenda April 21, 2022 
 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT GUIDELINES 

Complete a Comment Card prior to the meeting and submit it to the City Recorder. When the Mayor/Chair 
calls your name, proceed to the speaker table, and state your name and city of residence into the 
microphone. Each speaker is given three (3) minutes to speak. To assist in tracking your speaking time, 
refer to the timer on the table. 

As a general practice, the City Commission does not engage in discussion with those making comments. 

Electronic presentations are permitted but shall be delivered to the City Recorder 48 hours in advance of 

the meeting. 

ADA NOTICE 

The location is ADA accessible. Hearing devices may be requested from the City Recorder prior to the 
meeting. Individuals requiring other assistance must make their request known 48 hours preceding the 
meeting by contacting the City Recorder’s Office at 503-657-0891. 

Agenda Posted at City Hall, Pioneer Community Center, Library, City Website. 

Video Streaming & Broadcasts: The meeting is streamed live on the Oregon City’s website at 
www.orcity.org and available on demand following the meeting. The meeting can be viewed on 
Willamette Falls Television channel 28 for Oregon City area residents as a rebroadcast. Please 

contact WFMC at 503-650-0275 for a programming schedule. 
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Oregon City Arts Commission 
March 17, 2022 

7:00 PM 

Minutes 

In Attendance 

Commissioners 

Trieste Andrews (Chair) 

Selena Jones*  

Emma Lugo 

Josh Planton 

Tammy Jo Wilson 

Jenn Woodward 

Oregon City Staff 

James Graham  

Daniel Gering  

Dayna Webb 

Carrie Richter 

 

 

Guest 

Lynda Orzen* 

 

Not able to attend 

Mary Andrus 

Karen Buerhig 

Tima Carlson (Vice Chair)

*Participants attended online via Zoom 

Due to an initial delay Commissioner Andrews was not in attendance and Commissioner Carlson was not 
able to attend, Commissioner Lugo requested that a consensus vote for a temporary Chair for the 
meeting until Commissioner Andrews could arrive be made. 

Commissioner Wilson nominated Commissioner Lugo. Commissioner Planton seconded. 5 Aye 0 Nay. 

Commissioner Wilson convened the meeting  

Roll Call  

Adoption of the Agenda – Commissioner Planton motioned to approved, Commissioner Wilson 
seconded. 5 Aye 0 Nay 

Public Comment – None 

Approval of the Minutes – Retreat Notes and February Meeting Minutes, Commissioner Woodward 
motioned to approve both, Commissioner Planton seconded. 5 Aye 0 Nay 

Presentation: Molalla Ave Decorative Cross Street Banner Art Selection – Dayna Webb (Slides can be 
found in the meeting packet) 

Update presentation related to the selection of art to be added to the cross-street poles on Molalla Ave. 

Three options were presented as designed by artist Ben Dye: Elevator silhouette (Option A), Abstract 
(Option B), Waterfall (Option C) 
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During the presentation Commissioner Andrews arrived and Commissioner Lugo returned the 
Commission chair back to Commissioner Andrews. 

There was a question by Commissioner Wilson about the process and ability for the Commission to 
select on the art piece. City Legal Counsel Carrie Richter provided feedback clarifying that the Art 
Commission has been selected to make the final decision on this public art project for the City. 
Commission members then discussed their personal preferences for each of the options. It was decided 
early that Option C would be too small for an impactful display and ruled it out. Vote was conducted for 
Option A or Option B. 

Final selection vote: Andrews – B, Jones - B, Lugo – A, Planton – B, Wilson – B, Woodward – B 

Option A = 1, Option B = 5 

Discussion Items 

Mural Selection Process 

City Council Carrie Richter started the discussion by requesting questions from the Commission about 
the criteria on the mural approval process. Staff provided a document that broke down the criteria 
based on the way the City Ordinance is written. A reminder that the evaluation of the content is beyond 
the purview of the Arts Commission. 

Commissioner Lugo mentioned that as an artist their expertise generally focuses on content. 

Commissioner Wilson explained the process that Commissioner Andrus and herself went through to 
develop the rubric and had the question on if the process could include applying the Oregon City 
Nuisance Code as the path in establishing the criteria of evaluation. 

Commissioner Wilson explained the premise behind the creation of the rubric of evaluation for murals. 
The thought process initially looked how to create the criteria for evaluation and definition. Additional 
research was based on other cities structure of their mural process. Commissioner Wilson and 
Commissioner Andrus thought that the application of the Oregon City Nuisance Code could be applied 
as part of this evaluation to decide if the art was appropriate. City Council clarified that the evaluation of 
public art and a mural are two different processes. Evaluation of a mural is judicial evaluation guided by 
the City Ordinance. Art Commissioners had further discussion to get further clarification on who would 
be responsible for judging the content. The final decision rests on the consent of property owner to 
decide what content is acceptable on their property. There is a public notice process that can bring 
neighbors within 300ft, as well as any members of public during the public meeting. This allows them 
voice any concerns they have, but it still falls on the property owner to decide if they accept the content 
of the mural.  

More discussion occurred about the role of an Arts Commissioner related to how they influence the 
submission of a mural application and their personal interests and when best to recuse themselves from 
the process. 

Commissioner Planton asked if the public has any recourse in the mural application process, and staff 
explained about the public notification process and that citizens. During the application process citizens 

4

Item 1.



can voice their concerns during an Arts Commission meeting which may or may not influence the artist 
or property owner. 

 

Update on the Strategic Plan 

Commissioner Planton updated the Commission on the status of the structure of the plan, the overview, 
and the introduction and the first section of the plan.  

Clarification on the “discovery” phase was requested by Commissioner Planton. The Commission 
decided on what to focus on who to invite, how long for their presentation, and what questions may 
ask. Commissioner Planton agreed to help craft the initial questions. Staff will forward the questions to 
the Arts Commission members for modification. 

Arts Commission members discussed focusing on how and when to survey the public.  One challenge is 
that the National Arts and Culture Economic survey is going out in May, and it was suggested that the 
Commission may be something to be aware of.   

There was further discussion on how the Arts Commission can participate in public art projects, funding, 
and process.  

Appropriate Use of Art Commission Funds 

Commissioner Andrews brought forward the idea of promoting a potential event. Commissioner Wilson 
and Commissioner Woodward express that it may be too early to be able to grant funds. There would 
need to be criteria set on how to decide what events would be supported that is fair and transparent.  

Final Note 

It was requested to staff to invite OC2040 and Downtown Oregon City Association to speak at the next 
Arts Commission meeting. 

Please remember that if there are art events that happen in Oregon City, please forward them to Daniel 
Gering (dgering@orcity.org) or can be submitted on travelOregonCity.com by going to the partner 
section on the footer of the home page. That way the Tourism division can promote the event in as 
many ways possible. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:52PM. 
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CITY OF OREGON CITY 
625 Center Street  

Oregon City, OR 97045 

Staff Report 
503-657-0891 

 

To: Oregon City Arts Commission Agenda Date: 4/12/2022 

From: Daniel Gering, Tourism Program Specialist 

SUBJECT: 

Arts Mural Application Friends of the Oregon City Library  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the Arts Mural Application submitted by Friends of the Oregon City Library be 
approved contingent upon the applicant obtaining a fully executed Arts Mural Easement Agreement 
from the property owner, and a Certificate of General Liability Insurance, naming the City of Oregon City 
as an additional beneficiary.  

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
On March 3, 2022, the Economic Development Department received an Arts Mural Application from the 
Friends of the Oregon City Library. Staff reviewed the application and communicated to the applicant 
that there are two remaining items missing. 

BACKGROUND: 
On March 3, 2022, the Economic Development Department received an Arts Mural Application from the 
Friends of the Oregon City Library. Staff reviewed the application and communicated to the applicant 
that there are two remaining items missing, they are: 
 

 Certificate of General Liability Insurance 

 Fully executed Arts Mural Easement Agreement  
 
On March 11, 2022, public meeting notices were posted at the Oregon City Public Library Used 
Bookstore, City service buildings, library, and City Hall.  In addition, public meeting notices were sent to 
residents within 300ft of the future location of the mural. 
 
Staff is submitting the Arts Mural Application to the Oregon City Arts Commission to complete its due 
diligence review of the proposed mural. The guidance for Public Arts Mural Review is attached to this 
staff report.   

 

OPTIONS: 
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1. Approve the Arts Mural Application contingent upon the staff receiving a fully executed Arts 
Mural Easement Agreement from the property owner, and a Certificate of General Liability 
Insurance, naming the City of Oregon City as an additional beneficiary.  
 

2. Do not approve the Arts Mural Application until the staff has received a fully executed Arts 
Mural Easement Agreement from the property owner, and a Certificate of General Liability 
Insurance, naming the City of Oregon City as an additional beneficiary. 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

Amount:  N/A 

FY(s):  

Funding Source(s): N/A 
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City of Oregon City | PO Box 3040 | 625 Center Street | Oregon City, OR 97045  
 Ph (503) 657-0891   www.orcity.org 

 

625 Center Street   | Oregon City OR 97045  
Ph (503) 657-0891 | Fax (503) 657-7026 

Office of Economic Development 
 

Guidance for Public Arts Mural Application Review by the 
Oregon City Arts Commission 

 

Staff will review the technical requirements of the application, and provide the Oregon City 
Arts Commission a staff report, and their recommendations as to the completeness of the 
application. The application and staff recommendation will then be forwarded to the 
Oregon City Arts Commission members to be reviewed at the next Arts Commission 
meeting. 
 
When reviewing an application, the Oregon City Arts Commission role is to examine the 
application utilizing the following guide: 
 

• Discuss the specifics component parts of the mural i.e., 
 

o What is the mural made of?  Will the materials used ensure “longevity, 
durability, and structural and surface stability?” 

o Does the public art mural exceed the height of the structure to which it is 
affixed? 

o Given the materials used, will the art hold up against inclement weather or 
vandalism? 

o Is any part of the mural placed over the exterior surface of any opening of a 
building? 

o What are the plans for maintaining the art, after installation, for a period of at 
least 5 years? 

o Does the art include any electrical components, three dimensional structural 
elements, or moving structural elements that causes periodic changes in the 
appearance, image or message? 

• How will the mural be produced? Mechanical reproduction, computer generated 
printing on either the wall or vinyl is not allowed. 

• Will the mural be “accessible” i.e. visible by the public? 
 
Reference: Oregon City Ordinance 21-1011 
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1) We are only ½ block up the hill from the library. Friends on a Shelf will be the 3rd mural 
on Midtown along with the vertical gardens adorning Singer Hill Café. This is in addition 
to the 5 pieces of sculpture that were installed during the 7th street corridor 
transportation upgrade. It is the hope to see many more pieces of art added to the 
Open Air art gallery along the 7th street corridor 

 
2) The mural will surround the entrance stoop of the Friends of the Library bookstore. The 

overall area of the mural will be about 13' x 16' with the central area of about 11' x 13' 
left open for the entrance. The rest of the building will be unpainted. The mural will not 
block any windows or vents and will only utilize the existing facade of smooth stucco. 
The stucco facing appears to be in good condition, with only a few areas of repaired 
cracks. The surface will be cleaned and sealed before paint application. The mural will 
face 7th St., between Jefferson St. and Madison St., about a block from the Library. It 
will be visible to pedestrian as well as vehicular traffic while on 7th St. 
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SUBJECT
SITE
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REVISED DRAFT April 2022 

Oregon City Arts Commission  
By-laws 

 
I. Name 
 
The name of this organization is the Oregon City Arts Commission (“Arts Commission”). 
 
II. Purpose 
 
The Arts Commission exists to make the arts an essential part of every citizen’s life by 
assisting artists and arts organizations and to promote the arts. The Arts Commission 
recognizes that the arts reinforce the overall quality of life in Oregon City and that they 
directly contribute to the vitality of the local economy.  
 
III. Powers and Duties 
 

1. To ensure that the arts continue to be of value as an integral part of Oregon City. 
 

2. To promote the arts in Oregon City, to enrich the lives of its citizens through 
education and demonstration. 

 
3. To assist the City Commission and Planning Commission in using public art to 

enhance public structures.  
 

4. To catalog and maintain Oregon City’s public art. 
 

5. To plan and execute public displays of visual and performing arts, providing 
connections with other local, regional and national organizations working for the 
benefit of art and preservation of artistic values, and other similar activities. 

 
6. The Arts Commission shall have the authority and power to solicit funds or grants 

from individuals, corporations, and other government agencies. Such funds shall 
be deposited in the Oregon City Arts Commission City Account as established by 
the City Finance Director, to be dispensed by the Arts Commission in pursuit of its 
mission.  

 
A. Disbursal of funds may occur only with concurrence of the City Manager. 
B. Disagreements over the dispensation of funds shall be submitted to the 

City Commission for final resolution. 
 
IV. Organization 
 

1. There shall be nine (9) members on the Arts Commission. The Arts Commission 
shall include at least five (5) members from a broad spectrum of citizens 
representing the performing arts, music, drama, visual arts, literary arts, and the 
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fields of structural and landscape architecture, and, in addition, include at least two 
(2) citizens at large. A majority of the members shall reside inside the city limits.  

 
2. Appointment to the Arts Commission will be made by the Mayor of Oregon City. 
 
3. The appointees shall have three-year terms. 
 
4.  After a member has three consecutive absences in a 12-month period without 
 notification to the Secretary/Treasurer, the Commission may remove that 
 member. Should a member be removed, the Mayor will make a new 
 appointment. 
  
5.  Member resignations will be filed with the Chair as soon as possible after the 
 member has decided to resign. The newly appointed member shall assume the 
 remainder of the existing term. 
 
6.  The organization shall operate in the general public interest as a nonprofit, 
 nonpolitical organization devoted exclusively to its mission. It shall not endorse 
 any commercial product or enterprise. 

 
V. Officers 
 

1. A Chair and Vice Chair will be elected annually and hold office for one year. At the 
first meeting of each calendar year, the Chair and Vice Chair from the previous 
year shall preside over elections for Chair and Vice Chair. 

 
2. Neither the Chair nor Vice Chair shall serve as an officer for more than two 

consecutive terms.  
 

3. Secretary: When the Arts Commission was re-launched in 2021, staff agreed to  
serve the function of preparing written minutes of the Arts Commission meetings. 
As long as this practice continues, the group will not elect a Secretary. A 
Secretary will be elected if the group decides to change this practice.  

 

VII. Meetings 
 

1.  The Arts Commission shall hold an official meeting at least quarterly and may 
hold special meetings as needed. The Arts Commission recognizes that the City 
Ordinance states that the Arts Commission will meet at least bi-monthly (every 
other month).  When the Arts Commission resumed in 2021, it planned to meet 
more frequently than quarterly but selected a quarterly cadence for increased 
flexibility. All meetings will follow public meeting law and any changes to the 
schedule will be publicized.  
 

33

Item 2.



REVISED DRAFT April 2022                            Oregon City Arts Commission By-Laws page 3 

 

2.  A majority of existing members shall constitute a quorum and be necessary for 
action by the Arts Commission. Any item must be approved by a simple majority 
of the voting members present at a meeting, unless otherwise provided.  
 
A proxy vote may be made by mail or email and authorized prior to a vote on any 
issue except amendments to the bylaws.  
 

3.  The Arts Commission encourages citizen participation and will, from time to time, 
request specific or general citizen/expert input.  

 
4.  The parliamentary procedure for meeting and operations of the Arts Commission 

shall be the responsibility of and within the authority of the Chair. In the event there 
is a disagreement or objection to the procedures pursued by the Chair, Robert’s 
Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall constitute the authority. 

 
 
VIII. Amendments 
 
Modifications of these Bylaws must be presented and discussed at a regularly 
scheduled Arts Commission meeting. A majority vote of Arts Commission members 
present is necessary to change the Bylaws.  
 
 

34

Item 2.



DRAFT  DRAFT DRAFT 

Oregon City Arts Commission  

Financial Management Protocols 

 

The Oregon City Arts Commission (“Arts Commission”) adopted this memorandum to 

establish its basic financial management practices at its regularly scheduled meeting on 

April 21, 2022. 

 

1. The Arts Commission Budget will be maintained by the City’s Finance Dept. as 
directed by the Arts Commission and approved by the City Manager. Members of 
the Arts Commission will receive regular updates from staff describing 
expenditures and/or additions to the budget.  

 

2. The Arts Commission may raise funds through grant solicitation, fundraising 
events and the receipt of donations. Any and all funds donated to the Arts 
Commission will be received and maintained by the City of Oregon City. At no 
time shall an Arts Commissioner directly collect funds from anyone as part of any 
funding raising activity or from any other type of activity. 
 

3. All forms of renumeration shall be submitted directly to the City for 
payment/reimbursement. 
 

4. Filled-out requisition request forms should be submitted within two weeks of an 
event or program completion and a final report should be sent to the City of Oregon 
City at project completion.  
 

5. Committees must keep event or program expenses at or under budget. 
 

6. Committees must get approval from the Arts Commission Chair, Vice Chair, and 
representative/designee of the City Manager’s office before spending additional 
funds over their budget allocation. Committees that overspend without approval 
will not be reimbursed. 
 

7. Committees will be required to give a report of their activities at regular meetings 
of the Arts Commission and must submit a final report regarding their 
program/event to the Arts Commission within two weeks of completing the event. 
The report may include details such as actual expenses, income, contacts, 
planning notes, volunteer details, committee members involved, etc. 

 

8. The Arts Commission will review its annual budget and regular budget updates 
utilizing information provided by the City. An annual review of the books will be 
performed at the end of each fiscal year (July to June) by the City and the findings 
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shall be presented to the Arts Commission at a general meeting.  
 

9. The Arts Commission will provide Oregon City Council with regular updates of its 
activities including spending and any anticipated fundraising. 
 

10. The Arts Commission may add additional information to this Addendum with a  
simple majority vote.  
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