
 

CITY OF OREGON CITY 
 

ARTS COMMISSION 
 

AGENDA  

City Hall Chambers, 625 Center Street, Oregon City 

Thursday, May 19, 2022 at 7:00 PM 

VIRTUAL MEETING NOTICE 

This meeting will be held in-person at the location listed above and virtually via Zoom. Please 
contact dgering@orcity.org for the Zoom link if you wish to participate. 

CALL TO ORDER 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. 2022 April Minutes 

PRESENTATIONS 

Three Rivers Artist Guild - Tamara Scott 

City Recorder - Jakob Wiley 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Citizens are allowed up to 3 minutes to present information relevant to the City but not listed as 
an item on the agenda. The Chair has the discretion to waive limitations. Prior to speaking, 
citizens shall complete a comment form and deliver it to the Staff Member. The Arts 
Commission does not generally engage in dialog with those making comments but may refer 
the issue to the City Manager.  

PUBLIC HEARING 

1. Arts Mural Application Three Rivers Artist Guild 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. Staff Report - Capital Project Arts Funding 

2. Staff Report - Program Development Recommendations 

3. Strategic Plan Update 

4. Funding of the Art Mural at the 100th Anniversary of the Arch Bridge Event 

COMMUNICATIONS 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT GUIDELINES 

Complete a Comment Card prior to the meeting and submit it to the City Recorder. When the Mayor/Chair 
calls your name, proceed to the speaker table, and state your name and city of residence into the 
microphone. Each speaker is given three (3) minutes to speak. To assist in tracking your speaking time, 
refer to the timer on the table. 

As a general practice, the City Commission does not engage in discussion with those making comments. 

Electronic presentations are permitted but shall be delivered to the City Recorder 48 hours in advance of 

the meeting. 

ADA NOTICE 

The location is ADA accessible. Hearing devices may be requested from the City Recorder prior to the 
meeting. Individuals requiring other assistance must make their request known 48 hours preceding the 
meeting by contacting the City Recorder’s Office at 503-657-0891. 

Agenda Posted at City Hall, Pioneer Community Center, Library, City Website. 

Video Streaming & Broadcasts: The meeting is streamed live on the Oregon City’s website at 
www.orcity.org and available on demand following the meeting. The meeting can be viewed on 
Willamette Falls Television channel 28 for Oregon City area residents as a rebroadcast. Please 

contact WFMC at 503-650-0275 for a programming schedule. 
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Oregon City Arts Commission 

April 21, 2022 

7:00 PM 

DRAFT - Minutes 

In Attendance: 
Arts Commissioners 

 

Trieste Andrews (Chair) Mary Andrus 
Karen Buerhig Tima Carlson (Vice Chair) 
Emma Lugo Josh Planton 
Tammy Jo Wilson Jenn Woodward 
  
Oregon City Staff  
James Graham, Economic Development Manager Daniel Gering, Tourism Program Specialist 
Aquilla Hurd-Ravich, Community Development 
Director* 

 

  
Guest(s)  
Liz Hunnam, Executive Director – Downtown 
Oregon City Association 

Lynda Orzen, Friends of the Oregon City Library 
Bookstore 

Lucas Nickerson, Artist*  
  
Not in Attendance:  
Selena Jones 
 

 

*Participants attended online via Zoom  
 

Meeting was called to order at 7:03PM by Commissioner Andrews. 

Roll Call 

Adoption of the Agenda 

Adoption of the Minutes – Commissioner Lugo motioned to approve; Commissioner Carlson seconded. 

7 Aye 0 Nay. 

Public Comment - None 

Presentations 

OC2040 – Aquilla Hurd-Ravich Overview presentation regarding the OC2040 Vision and 

Comprehensive Plan was presented. Commissioners asked questions related to how the Arts fits 

into the OC2040 plan, and Director Hurd-Ravich mentioned that there is no one place that the 

plan calls out Arts in the Comprehensive Plan. Indirectly, Arts would be able to connect broadly 

to the goals related to the use of civic spaces and livability in the community. Commissioner 

Lugo, who participated in the crafting of the OC2040 plan, mentioned that arts were discussed 
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many times in the initial building of the plan, but they were incorporated into the various 

elements through-out the plan.  

Downtown Oregon City Association – Liz Hunnam Overview presentation regarding the 

structure of the Main Street program and how the design section of the “Four Point Approach” 

relates to the Arts in downtown Oregon City. Commissioners discussed program support ideas 

and diversity inclusion in the programs that the Downtown Oregon City Association are crafting. 

Commissioner Planton requested a copy of the list of potential projects that the Association 

plan. 

Public Hearing 

Arts Mural Application – Mural Friends of the Oregon City Library Bookstore The Friends of the 

Oregon City Library Bookstore presented an overview of the mural and the support program 

that helped fund the project. They were very excited to announce that their fund-raising efforts 

were able to gather enough sponsorships to cover the cost of the mural. Commissioners asked 

clarification questions of the artist about the construction of the mural. 

Staff provided a staff report and announced that there is one contingency left, as of the date of 

the meeting and recommends for approval however the permit will only be issued once Oregon 

City received the copy of the Certificate of General Liability.  

Public Comment – None 

Commissioner Planton moved to approve the application with the caveat that the Certificate of 

General Liability has been received; Commissioner Buerhig second the motion. 

Roll call vote was called to approve the mural application: Andrews – Yes, Buerhig -Yes, Lugo – 

Yes, Wilson – Yes, Andrus – Yes, Carlson – Yes, Planton – Yes, Woodward – Yes  

Commissioner Planton asked staff about any plans for the promotion of the mural. Staff does 

have a plan to attend the unveiling and will promote through the tourism and city channels. 

Amendment to Bylaws Commissioner Planton suggested clarifying changes to section 5.3 regarding the 

Arts Commission agreement that Staff would be appointed as Secretary. Chair Andrews had questions 

related to section 4.3 about the commissioners who have shorter terms in the by-laws. Staff stated that 

there is no need to clarify, as the shortened terms are due to the staggering of appointments to 

maintain that only two commissioners will need to be replaced each year, but as the third cohort 

reaches three years that all terms after will be three years length. 

Commissioner Carlson suggested that the by-laws include a reporting mechanism to the City 

Commission. James Graham recommended that it not be placed in the by-laws but consider it to be an 

operational goal. Staff would look to see when the Chair could be scheduled with the Commission to do 

an update. 

Commissioner Andrus moved to accept the by-laws with the changes requested by Commissioner 

Planton; Commissioner Planton seconded. 8 Aye 0 Nay 

Commissioner Planton suggested that in the future there may need to be some verbiage be added about 

an annual budget review. 
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Clarification was asked by Commissioner Buerhig related to the raise funds and how would they be 

processed. There was following discussion on what fund-raising options could be like. James Graham 

suggested that staff could draft a staff report that could recommend on how fund raising, and fund use 

could be done. This report could be used to seed ideas for the Arts Commission for future projects. 

Project recommendations and funds expended would need to be approved by the City Commissions. 

Discussion: Appropriate Use of Art Commission Funds Pt 2 

Chair Andrews wanted to understand the “Percent for Art” requirements by Federal or State and if any 

projects in the past, and if there is a requirement, what happened to the funds. The Arts Commission 

asked staff to investigate the topic and the history on the Oregon City version of the “Percent for Art” 

Ordinance and staff agreed to generate a staff report with the findings. 

Staff Update: Damaged Sculpture Staff had nothing new to report. 

Communications  

Chair Andrews brought up a few points for the Arts Commission to consider: 

1.) Sustainable funding for the Arts Commission 

2.) Subcommittees for events or projects within the Arts Commission  

3.) The ability for the Commission to meet more frequently (suggest two weeks for a short period 

of time) 

4.) More visibility for the Arts Commission, including a partnership with Clackamas County Arts 

Alliance and a web page where more about the Arts Commission and supporting programs that 

could be added. Also, Willamette Falls Television would be another way to communicate on 

their announcements. 

5.) Arch Bridge Celebration and the potential funding for a 3-part, paint by number, mural if funding 

is not covered by the Celebration budget. This will be added to next agenda. 

Commissioner Lugo requested that Oregon City Parks and Recreation be invited to be a guest speaker to 

talk about potential arts programming, etc. Staff will reach out to them to arrange that invite. 

Commissioner Carlson also suggested inviting with Soulflags Arts Community Center as well. (Side note: 

Since the City Recorder was going to be doing a presentation and Three Rivers Artist Guild was 

postponed, that request will need to be for June’s meeting) 

Adjournment at 8:40PM 

 

 

 

5

Item 1.



 

Page 1 of 1 

 

CITY OF OREGON CITY 
625 Center Street  

Oregon City, OR 97045 

Staff Report 
503-657-0891 

 

To: Oregon City Arts Commission Agenda Date: 5/19/2022 

From: Daniel Gering, Tourism Program Specialist 

SUBJECT: 

Arts Mural Application Three Rivers Artist Guild 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the Arts Mural Application submitted by Three Rivers Artist Guild be approved.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
On April 18, 2022, the Economic Development Department received an Arts Mural Application from the 
Three Rivers Artist Guild. Staff reviewed the application and found it complete. 

BACKGROUND: 
On April 18, 2022, the Economic Development Department received an Arts Mural Application from the 
Three Rivers Artist Guild to be located at the White Rabbit Black Ink Coffee and Gift Shop, at 503 Main 
Street, Oregon City.  
 
On April 28, 2022, public meeting notices were posted at the White Rabbit Black Ink Coffee and Gift 
Shop, City service buildings, library, and City Hall.  In addition, public meeting notices were sent to 
resident and businesses within 300ft of the future location of the mural. 
 
Staff is submitting the Arts Mural Application to the Oregon City Arts Commission to complete its due 
diligence review of the proposed mural. The guidance for Public Arts Mural Review is attached to this 
staff report.   

 

OPTIONS: 

1. Approve the Arts Mural Application.  
 

2. Do not approve the Arts Mural Application. 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

Amount:  N/A 
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CITY OF OREGON CITY 
625 Center Street  

Oregon City, OR 97045 

Staff Report 
503-657-0891 

 

To: Oregon City Arts Commission Agenda Date: May 19, 2022 

From: Daniel Gering, Tourism Program Specialist 

SUBJECT: 

City Ordinance to Establish a “Percent for Art Ordinance” on Public Capital Projects 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

At this time, staff does not recommend pursuing the passage and implementation of a 
“Percent for Art” Ordinance. The Oregon City Arts Commission is the only advisory group 
within the City government that has been allotted its own budget by the City Commission 
to support the Arts in Oregon City. Instead of seeking additional funding by imposing a 
one percentage allocation against public capital projects, the Arts Commission should 
work to establish goals and programs to support the Art industry by utilizing the funds that 
it already has.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Over the years, there have been efforts in Oregon City to support the installation of public 
art by imposing a certain percent on the construction budgets associated with capital 
public projects. Federal and state agencies supported the installation of public artwork by 
imposing a percentage of the construction budget of capital projects to pay for public art 
installed on the premises of public buildings. This report reveals the history of Oregon 
City’s efforts to impose a “Percent for Art” Ordinance against capital public works projects.  

BACKGROUND: 

Staff had been requested, by the Arts Commission and the Chair, to investigate the 
following questions related to funding of public art in Oregon City:  

Question 1: Does the State of Oregon or the Federal government require public 
capital projects to include a dedicated 1% (or more) of the project’s budget for the 
installment of art as part of the project? 
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In 1975 the State of Oregon’s Percent for Art legislation (IRS 276.080) was passed that 
required all building construction plans with budgets over $100,000 to set aside no less 
than one percent to pay for and install public work projects. However, that requirement 
only applied to State of Oregon projects and was managed by the Oregon Arts 
Commission.  

In 1963 the US General Services Administration implemented an Art in Architecture 
program which sets one-half of one percent to be dedicated art that would be installed on 
Federal capital projects. The program only applied to Federal building projects and is not 
a broad scope requirement for other levels of government. 

Question 2: Was the cross-street banner project on Molalla Ave, and the 
associate art installed, funded due to some form of “Percent for Art” 
requirement? 

Staff investigated and found that Portland General Electric had notified Oregon City 
Public Works that existing light poles were no longer able to support the original cross-
street banner system and would need to be replaced. Public Works applied and was 
awarded grant funds from the Metro Enhancement Community Grant Program. These 
funds, in conjunction with monies provided by Public Work, were used to commission new 
cross-street banner poles and the associated art that was attached to the poles. 

Question 3: What happened to the Oregon City version of the “Percent for Art” 
Ordinance? 

In early 2002-2004, the previous Oregon City Arts Commission created a draft for a 
“Percent for Art” Ordinance, however, the Ordinance was never adopted. The last known 
discussions by the Arts Commission was in 2004 when a revised Ordinance was going 
to be brought before the City Commission sometime after the November 2004 election. 
Nothing was brought forward. 

In further research, the City of Oregon City had created a Goal and Objective in 2009, 
to “Enhance the Livability of Our Community” and item #5 specifically called out to 
“Establish Percent for Arts program”.  

In a meeting on November 12, 2013, there was a discussion at the City Commission 
meeting to reestablishment the Arts Commission. The “Percent for Art” Ordinance was 
also discussed again at that meeting. The Ordinance was to be brought to the 
Commission in a future meeting for approval. However, that did not happen. In an update 
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document of Goal in 2014, the “Percent for Art” program had been listed as “To Be 
Determined”.  

After that date, there were no further record of discussions related to the “Percent for 
Art” Ordinance. 

At this time, staff does not recommend pursuing the passage and implementation of a 
“Percent for Art” Ordinance for the following reasons: 

 Inflationary pressures are having a detrimental impact on the cost of construction 
 Establishing a mandatory tax or apportionment on the budgets of public capital 

projects translate into an indirect tax on the citizens of Oregon City, increasing the 
cost of their sanctioned public projects and ultimately increasing the cost of public 
services. 

 The Arts Commission has not yet established the level of “goodwill” and positive 
exposure necessary to gain public support for such an ordinance.  

Staff recommends negotiating with public agencies to include art in their projects 
instead of a mandatory approach.         

BUDGET IMPACT: 

Amount:  NA 

FY(s): NA 

Funding Source(s): NA 
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CITY OF OREGON CITY 
625 Center Street  

Oregon City, OR 97045 

Staff Report 
503-657-0891 

 

To: Oregon City Arts Commission Agenda Date: May 19, 2022 

From: Daniel Gering, Tourism Project Specialist 

SUBJECT: 

New Programs & Initiatives Sponsored by the Oregon City Arts Commission 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommend that the Arts Commission discuss and identify what programs should 
be developed with the current biennium budget. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 

The Arts Commission adopted the following vision to guide its work: 
 
The Oregon City Arts Commission acknowledges the past, fosters the present and envisions a 
future where the arts are celebrated as a vital force that brings joy and builds community. We 
strive for a thriving, culturally enriched, sustainable arts ecosystem that creates connection to 
place, economic prosperity and centers diversity, equity, and inclusion.  

In keeping with the Arts Commission’s vision, staff recommends a variety programs and 
initiatives, they include: 

 Art Student Scholarships 
 Professional Development & Commercial Enterprise 
 Market Feasibility Study on the Development of a Multi-Arts Center 
 Develop Ongoing Programming that encourages Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

of the Arts Industry in Oregon City  

BACKGROUND: 
The Arts Commission of Oregon City is in the process of developing its Strategic Plan 
and envisioning what programs they find beneficial to support the Arts Industry. The Arts 
Commission has asked staff to submit recommendations potential programs supporting 
the Arts industry in Oregon City. 
 
The following list are suggestions that staff offer for the Arts Commission for their 
consideration, but are not limited to: 
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 Art Therapy Grant - Through various forms of art, students coping with physical 
and/or mental stresses or illness, would be awarded an arts therapy grant to 
defray the cost of therapy services.  
 

 Professional Development & Commercial Enterprise – Establish an ongoing 
professional development program that helps arts to establish their craft as a 
successful business enterprise, covering such topics as networking, digital 
marketing, pricing & biding and finance. 

 

 A Market Feasibility Study on the Creation of a Multi-Arts Center - 
          Conducting a market feasibility study to ascertain the need and demand for an 
          Arts Incubator that provides artists with a variety of development services that 
          help them with establishing their craft skill-wise and commercially. 
 

 Develop community program supporting artist include support for 
diversity, equity, and inclusion in the arts - Offer support programs and 
strategies that ensure the participation of artists of various genre, cultures, races, 
and mediums in the Oregon City’s Arts Industry.    

 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

Amount:  $20,000 

FY(s): FY21 

Funding Source(s):  General City Funds 
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