
 

CITY OF OREGON CITY 
 

ARTS COMMISSION 
 

AGENDA  

City Hall Chambers, 625 Center Street, Oregon City 

Thursday, June 15, 2023 at 7:00 PM 

VIRTUAL MEETING NOTICE 

This meeting will be held in-person at the location listed above and virtually via Zoom. Please 
contact agriffin@orcity.org for the Zoom link if you wish to participate virtually. 

CALL TO ORDER 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Citizens are allowed up to 3 minutes to present information relevant to the Arts Commission 
but not listed as an item on the agenda. The Chair has the discretion to waive limitations. Prior 
to speaking, citizens shall complete a comment form and deliver it to the Staff Member. The 
Arts Commission does not generally engage in dialog with those making comments but may 
refer the issue to the City Manager.  

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. Discuss draft RFP 

2.  

3.  

COMMUNICATIONS 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT GUIDELINES 

Complete a Comment Card prior to the meeting and submit it to the City Recorder. When the Mayor/Chair 
calls your name, proceed to the speaker table, and state your name and city of residence into the 
microphone. Each speaker is given three (3) minutes to speak. To assist in tracking your speaking time, 
refer to the timer on the table. 

As a general practice, the City Commission does not engage in discussion with those making comments. 
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Arts Commission Agenda June 15, 2023 
 

 

Electronic presentations are permitted but shall be delivered to the City Recorder 48 hours in advance of 

the meeting. 

ADA NOTICE 

The location is ADA accessible. Hearing devices may be requested from the City Recorder prior to the 
meeting. Individuals requiring other assistance must make their request known 48 hours preceding the 
meeting by contacting the City Recorder’s Office at 503-657-0891. 

Agenda Posted at City Hall, Pioneer Community Center, Library, City Website. 

Video Streaming & Broadcasts: The meeting is streamed live on the Oregon City’s website at 
www.orcity.org and available on demand following the meeting. The meeting can be viewed on 
Willamette Falls Television channel 28 for Oregon City area residents as a rebroadcast. Please 

contact WFMC at 503-650-0275 for a programming schedule. 
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CITY OF OREGON CITY 
625 Center Street  

Oregon City, OR 97045 

Staff Report 
503-657-0891 

 

To: Arts Commission  Agenda Date: June 15, 2023 

From: James Graham, Economic Development Manager  

SUBJECT:   Downtown Public Restroom - Draft Call for Artists  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 

Review and recommend changes to the draft request for proposals.   

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  

The Arts Commission will support the Department of Public Works by developing a request for 
proposals (“RFP”) to support the selection of one or more artists to create the art designs on 
the exterior panels on the exterior of the public restroom.  

BACKGROUND: 

The Department of Public Works has reserved $5,000 to support the development of art 
for the exterior of the public restroom, “the Loo.”  Three thousand dollars will be allocated 
to pay for the design of three side panels.  Two thousand dollars will be earmarked to pay 
for the design of a “cartoon map” of Oregon City’s downtown and surrounding areas.  The 
map design will be placed on the outside of the door of the Loo.  Additional information 
about the public restroom and design specifications are included in the RFP. 

On March 16, 2023, Josh Wheeler, Assistant City Engineer with the Oregon City Public 
Works Department, presented information to the Arts Commission regarding the Public 
Works Department’s interest in identifying local artists to develop designs to decorate 
the new public restroom that will be installed downtown near the entrance to the Oregon 
City Municipal Elevator. He requested assistance from the Arts Commission to the lead 
the process of selecting an artist or artists. Arts Commissioner Quire volunteered to 
draft a Request for Proposals (RFP).  
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OPTIONS: 
           1. Review, amend and approve the Request for Proposals 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

Amount   $ 5,000 

FY FY 23 

Funding Source Public Works 
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Call For Artists 
Oregon City Public Restroom Graphic Design  

 
 
CALL FOR ARTISTS 

The City of Oregon City Public Works Department is seeking art/graphic design submissions for a 
public restroom that will be installed in Downtown Oregon City.  
 
This Call for Artists includes TWO projects: 
 
1) Exterior Panels: Create artistic designs on the exterior panels of public restroom (west side), as 
described below 
 
2) Graphic Map: Create a “cartoon-like” graphic design map Illustration of Oregon City’s landmarks, as 
described below 
 
Artists and Design Teams may submit a proposal for either one or both projects. Please refer to 
Attachment A - Specifications for Displays on Oregon City Public Restroom, for additional 
information 
 
The deadline for submissions is July 28, 2023. (Confirm with Arts Commission). There is no fee to 
apply.  
 
BACKGROUND 
Oregon City has selected the Portland Loo as the solution for the installation of a public restroom in its 
Downtown. The Portland Loo will be installed in August 2023.  
 
Many cities have installed the Portland Loo as a safe and clean option for public restrooms. In many 
locations, the unit is decorated with a vinyl wrap that incorporates design work from local artists.  

 
                                                               Portland Loo installation in Seattle, WA. 
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DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT 

 

Call for Artists – p. 2 

 
DESGIN GOALS 
The Nature and History of Oregon City is the overall theme for the desired design for the Oregon City 
Portland Loo. The artist will create artwork that will celebrate the unique location of Oregon City 
Downtown, including the Oregon City Municipal Elevator, historic buildings, the beautiful natural cliffs 
overlooking downtown, and the Willamette River.  
 
For example, the artist’s design may focus on:  
 
a. Nature: The natural beauty surrounding Oregon City in general and Downtown Oregon City, such as 
the Willamette Falls, the Willamette and Clackamas rivers, and/or the Newell Creek basin.  
 
b. History: Native American communities of the area, The End of the Oregon Trail, the first capital of 
the Oregon Territory, and related aspects of Oregon City’s history.   
 
BUDGET  
The total budget available for this project is $5,000. Budget funds will be allocated as follows: 
 
1) Exterior Panels - $3,000 – Design of three exterior panels. The dimensions for the three panels and 
additional information are included in Attachment A.  
 
2) Graphic Map - $2,000 – The graphic map will be installed on the front door of the public bathroom. 
Please see Attachment A for more information.  
 
The budget covers all project expenses including artist fees, materials and labor. Payments will be 
made by check or digital transfer. The artist contract is available upon request. 
 
ELIGIBILITY  
Creative individuals living in the Portland metro area are invited to apply, including but not limited to 
visual artists, illustrators, and graphic designers. The ability to create and submit high-quality digital 
files is required. A single artist must represent those applying as an artist team. The selected artist 
must be able to meet project deadlines and complete the project no later than July 31, 2023. Artists 
who identify with a historically marginalized culture are strongly encouraged to apply. Please see the  
 
SELECTION CRITERIA  
The artist will be selected by the Oregon City Arts Commission. The Arts Commission will review 
submissions and evaluate them based on:  
 
• Submitted Design 
• Description of previous experience  
 
SELECTION PROCESS  
The committee will review artists’ applications and may choose up to three artists or teams to create a 
concept sketch for the project for which finalists will receive $500. The committee is not required to 
select an individual from among the submitting artists and reserves the right to solicit proposals from 
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DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT 

 

Call for Artists – p. 3 

artists who do not submit, if appropriate.  

 
SCHEDULE 

Announce Call for Artists  - June 21, 2023 

Deadline for Submissions  -  July 27, 2023 

Announce Selected Team(s)   -  August 4, 2023 

 

Please note the selection announcement date may change depending upon decisions made by City 

staff and members of the Arts Commission.  

 

SELECTION PROCESS  

Design submissions will be reviewed by city staff in the Public Works and Economic Development 

Departments, a Downtown Oregon City Association representative, and an Oregon City Arts 

Commission representative with final decision by the Oregon City Arts Commission. 

QUESTIONS?  
If you have questions on this project, contact Ann Griffin: agriffin@orcity.org. 503-974-5517. 
 
CIVIL RIGHTS AND NONDISCRIMINATION  
Oregon City respects the civil rights of all the people we serve. In April 2022, the Oregon City City 
Commission approved the following Diversity, Equity and Inclusion commitment: 
 

In Oregon City, we strive to be a place where all persons, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, age, religion, or ability feel safe, respected, and valued. We will 
work to ensure that all staff feel a sense of belonging and all city services and programs are 
equally available and accessible to everyone. We are committed to sustained improvement by 
doing the work necessary to achieve this goal. 
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Attachment A 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR DISPLAYS ON OREGON CITY PUBLIC RESTROOM 

1. Format: Submissions should be provided in a .JPG or .PDF file with a minimum resolution 

of 200-300ppi. The artist(s) may choose a finer resolution as desired. The design will be 

placed on a vinyl wrap by a 3rd party selected by Oregon City Public Works. 

 

2. Display #1 – Side Panels (3 panels) 

a. This will be seen from Railroad Avenue. Consider something that fits with the 

character of the area and is unique to Oregon City. Some suggestions include a 

forest/tree scene, a mirror image of the bluff overlooking the City, or something 

historic concerning the City or the railroad. Other ideas are welcome and 

encouraged.  The style may be a series of photos or original artistic designs. 

b. Side Panel Dimensions: 
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c. Example of Side Panel Art : 

 
 

3. Display #2 – Front Door Cartoon Map  

a. Consideration for a ‘cartoon map’ or illustration featuring Oregon City, some of its 

selected Art locations, landmarks, and tourist destinations. Items from the City’s 

tourism page would likely be used : https://traveloregoncity.com/explore/ . A final 

list of elements to include will be reviewed by a representative from the Arts 

Commission.  

b. This display would potentially be used by Downtown Oregon City Association (DOCA) 

to print as brochures which would be available at the Oregon City Municipal Elevator, 

DOCA office, and other locations 

c. Concepts could follow styles such as those designed by Jim Hunt or Kevin Middleton. 

These are examples only. Other ideas are welcome. 

i. https://fungraphix.com/toonmaps 

ii. http://www.acartoonist.com/map.htm  
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d. Size of Front Door: 
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e. Example of Front Door Illustration: 

 
 

4. View Corridor Perspectives  
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