
 

CITY OF OREGON CITY 
 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA  

Virtual Meeting 

Wednesday, July 12, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

This meeting will be held online via Zoom; please contact ocplanning@orcity.org for the 
meeting link. 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

Natural Resources Committee members have the opportunity to rearrange, remove, or add 
items on the agenda. Adding an item to the agenda requires the consensus of the Natural 
Resources Committee. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Citizens are allowed up to 3 minutes to present information relevant to the City but not listed as 
an item on the agenda. The Chair has the discretion to waive limitations. Prior to speaking, 
citizens shall complete a comment form and deliver it to the Staff Member. The Natural 
Resources Committee does not generally engage in dialog with those making comments but 
may refer the issue to the City Manager.  

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Heritage Tree Nomination for an Oregon White Oak adjacent to 1506 S. High Street. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS  

ADJOURNMENT 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT GUIDELINES 

Complete a Comment Card prior to the meeting and submit it to the City Recorder. When the Mayor/Chair 
calls your name, proceed to the speaker table, and state your name and city of residence into the 
microphone. Each speaker is given three (3) minutes to speak. To assist in tracking your speaking time, 
refer to the timer on the table. 

As a general practice, the City Commission does not engage in discussion with those making comments. 

Electronic presentations are permitted but shall be delivered to the City Recorder 48 hours in advance of 

the meeting. 
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Natural Resources Committee Agenda July 12, 2023 
 

 

ADA NOTICE 

The location is ADA accessible. Hearing devices may be requested from the City Recorder prior to the 
meeting. Individuals requiring other assistance must make their request known 48 hours preceding the 
meeting by contacting the City Recorder’s Office at 503-657-0891. 

Agenda Posted at City Hall, Pioneer Community Center, Library, City Website. 

Video Streaming & Broadcasts: The meeting is streamed live on the Oregon City’s website at 
www.orcity.org and available on demand following the meeting. The meeting can be viewed on 
Willamette Falls Television channel 28 for Oregon City area residents as a rebroadcast. Please 

contact WFMC at 503-650-0275 for a programming schedule. 
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CITY OF OREGON CITY 
625 Center Street  

Oregon City, OR 97045 

Staff Report 
503-657-0891 

 

To: Natural Resource Committee Agenda Date: 2/8/2023 

From: Pete Walter, Planning Manager  

SUBJECT: 

Heritage Tree Nomination for an Oregon White Oak adjacent to 1506 S. High Street. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the NRC consider the additional information regarding the 
previously approved nomination for a white oak tree adjacent to 1506 S. High Street. 
Upon further review of this nomination, the NRC should make a recommendation for 
City Commission consideration. Staff strongly recommends that the NRC consider the 
comments made by PGE and the County in their revised recommendation. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Staff has received input from PGE and Clackamas County regarding the attached 
heritage tree nomination from Didi Dahlsrud with property owner consent. The 
nominated tree is in the County owned public right-of-way at the intersection of South 
End Road and S. High Street and has overhead power lines managed by PGE. 

BACKGROUND: 

The NRC previously reviewed and recommended approval of this heritage tree nomination on 
February 8, 2023.  

Additional information 

Following the NRC meeting, staff learned that the proposed heritage tree is located in right-of-
way that is under the jurisdiction of Clackamas County, and also is located beneath a powerline 
corridor managed by PGE. Both entities have consented to the nomination (See emails 
attached). 

The County will retain the right to trim the tree if necessary to maintain safe sight distance and 
adequate clear travel zones, implement full removal of the tree if it is determined to be a hazard 
within the public right of way. The County will not be obligated to provide additional protection 
for the tree and the overhead utilities will be allowed to perform their regular normal trimming to 
maintain clear spaces for their lines. 
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PGE is required to maintain 10’ on distribution lines and 20’ on their transmission lines during 
routine tree trimming maintenance. 

If the above maintenance consideration can be accommodated, PGE and Clackamas County 
consent to the nomination. 

Nomination on Private Property 

Dorothy (Didi) Dahlsrud submitted the nomination application for a heritage tree in the public 
right-of-way at the intersection of South End Road and S. High Street. The abutting property 
owners responsible for the tree are Chris and Brenda Stephens. 

The tree is an Oregon White Oak or Garry Oak (Quercus garryana) with a diameter at breast 
height (DBH) of 36” with a height of approximately 40’ and a canopy spread of approximately 
35’. The age of the tree is unknown. 

To be nominated as a heritage tree, a tree must meet the requirements in OCMC 12.32 
(Attached). The criteria are: 

A. Heritage criteria (at least one heritage criterion must be met): 
1. The tree or stand of trees is associated with events that have made a significant 

contribution to the broad pattern of Oregon City's history; or 
2. The tree or stand of trees is associated with the life of a person or group of 

historic significance to Oregon City; or 
3. The tree or stand of trees represents a significant and distinguishable presence 

within Oregon City; or 
4. The tree or stand of trees has age, size, or species significance (horticultural or 

ecological), which contributes to Oregon City's heritage status; 
 

B. Site and Condition Criteria (all criteria must be satisfied): 
1. The tree species is not listed as invasive on any regionally accepted plant list; 

2. If the proposed heritage tree or stand is located on private property or on public 
property owned by a public agency other than the city of Oregon City, the 
property owner or, if the tree or stand of trees is located on a public right-of-way, 
the abutting private property owner consents to the designation and agrees to 
sign a protective covenant. 

The nomination appears to meet the applicable criteria. 
 
Please see attached nomination application for further details. Staff has also attached Google 
Street View pictures of the tree. 

OPTIONS: 
1. Recommend approval of the nomination as proposed. 
2. Recommend approval of some of the nomination. 
3. Do not recommend approval of the nomination. 
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Pete Walter

From: Monte, Stan <StanMon@clackamas.us>
Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2023 3:57 PM
To: Pete Walter; matthew.vellella@pgn.com
Subject: RE: Proposed Heritage Tree Nomination at 506 S. High Street, Oregon City

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Peter, 
Sorry for the delay, my original intent was to forward this to the proper department and it developed a life of its own in 
the process. AŌer discussions within the County’s Department(s) of TransportaƟon and Development I have been asked 
to respond as the County’s representaƟve in this maƩer;  
If our understanding of the City’s municipal code is correct, specifically 12.32.080, the County will retain the right to trim 
the tree if necessary to maintain safe sight distance and adequate clear travel zones, implement full removal of the tree 
if it is determined to be a hazard within the public right of way? Also the County will not be obligated to provide 
addiƟonal protecƟons for the tree and finally the overhead uƟliƟes will be allowed to perform their regular normal 
trimming to maintain clear spaces for their lines? If this is correct the County has no objecƟon to the adjacent property 
owners request for City’s designaƟon as a heritage tree. 
 
Please contact me if you have any quesƟons 
Thank you 
Stan 
 
Stan Monte, PM 
Clackamas County, DTD- Eng. 
503-742-4678 (O)                    
 

From: Pete Walter <pwalter@orcity.org>  
Sent: May 30, 2023 1:13 PM 
To: Monte, Stan <StanMon@clackamas.us>; matthew.vellella@pgn.com 
Subject: Proposed Heritage Tree Nomination at 506 S. High Street, Oregon City 
 

Warning: External email. Be cautious opening attachments and links. 

 

Good aŌernoon Stan and MaƩ, 
 
I am hoping you can provide some input on a tree issue.  
 
Oregon City has a heritage tree program that requires owner consent or agency consent depending on where the tree is 
growing, and a White Oak tree has been nominated as a heritage tree on South End Road abuƫng 506 S. High St. The 
abuƫng property owner would like to see the tree designated as a heritage tree by the city, but we need more 
informaƟon. John Lewis accurately pointed out that the tree in quesƟon is located at the intersecƟon of numerous 
overhead wires and is also on ROW that is in the County’s jurisdicƟon.  
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Per code, the : 
hƩps://library.municode.com/or/oregon_city/codes/municipal_code/387198?nodeId=TIT12STSIPUPL_CH12.32HETR_12
.32.040COOW 
 
C. NominaƟons for trees or tree stands on property owned by other public agencies that are not the city (for example, 
Clackamas County, the Oregon Department of TransportaƟon, Urban Renewal Agency), shall require the wriƩen consent 
of the applicable public agency before the nominaƟon is considered by the city. 
 
I would like to get your input on whether the County supports this applicaƟon or not. It would also be great if PGE has 
any maintenance records about this tree. I don’t have any professional assessment of it’s condiƟon. 
 
If the County consented to the nominaƟon, and the tree were to be designated by the city commission, it means that 
the highest priority for maintenance is geared towards preserving the tree if it does not represent a threat to public 
safety. 
 
I am happy to chat with you about this in further detail. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Pete Walter 
 
Pete Walter (he/him/his), Planning Manager 
Certified Arborist PN-9393A 
Community Development Department - Planning Division 
695 Warner Parrott Rd, Oregon City, OR 97045 
pwalter@orcity.org 
Desk: (503) 496-1562 
Mobile: (503) 509-4154 
Main: (503) 722-3789 
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Pete Walter

From: Zachary Bertalot <Zachary.Bertalot@pgn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2023 2:22 PM
To: Pete Walter
Subject: RE: Proposed Heritage Tree Nomination at 506 S. High Street, Oregon City

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Thanks Pete. 
 
Looks like this is located under transmission lines and distribuƟon lines. Looks mature enough that I’m not worried about 
anything significant from PGE perspecƟve. We will need to maintain 10’ on our distribuƟon and 20’ on our transmission 
during tree trimming maintenance. Looks like there is some communicaƟon lines that are not PGE’s. I’m unaware of 
their maintenance needs. Tree also appears far enough away to not create a NESC violaƟon with the pole currently.   
 
Let us know if you need anything  
 

 

Zachary Bertalot 
Forestry Manager, Vegetation Management   |   503-278-6654 
portlandgeneral.com   |   Right Tree, Right Place 
An Oregon kind of energy. 

 
 

From: Pete Walter <pwalter@orcity.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2023 2:07 PM 
To: Zachary Bertalot <Zachary.Bertalot@pgn.com> 
Subject: FW: Proposed Heritage Tree Nomination at 506 S. High Street, Oregon City 
 
Hi Zach, Please see details aƩa che d and below. P ete From: Pete Walter Sent: Tue sday, May 30, 20 23 1: 1 3 PM To: Monte, Stan <StanM on@ cla ckamas.  us> ; maƩ hew. vellella@  pgn. com Subje ct: Propose d Heritage Tree Nomina Ɵon at 506 S. High Street,  
ZjQcmQRYFpfptBa nnerStart 

 

This email is from someone outside PGE.  

Please take care when opening links, attachments or responding to this email.  
 

ZjQcmQRYFpfptBa nnerE nd 

Hi Zach, 
 
Please see details aƩached and below.  
 
Pete 
 

From: Pete Walter  
Sent: Tuesday, May 30, 2023 1:13 PM 
To: Monte, Stan <StanMon@clackamas.us>; matthew.vellella@pgn.com 
Subject: Proposed Heritage Tree Nomination at 506 S. High Street, Oregon City 
 
Good aŌernoon Stan and MaƩ, 
 
I am hoping you can provide some input on a tree issue.  
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Oregon City has a heritage tree program that requires owner consent or agency consent depending on where the tree is 
growing, and a White Oak tree has been nominated as a heritage tree on South End Road abuƫng 506 S. High St. The 
abuƫng property owner would like to see the tree designated as a heritage tree by the city, but we need more 
informaƟon. John Lewis accurately pointed out that the tree in quesƟon is located at the intersecƟon of numerous 
overhead wires and is also on ROW that is in the County’s jurisdicƟon.  
 
Per code, the : 
hƩps://library.municode.com/or/oregon_city/codes/municipal_code/387198?nodeId=TIT12STSIPUPL_CH12.32HETR_12
.32.040COOW [library.municode.com] 
 
C. NominaƟons for trees or tree stands on property owned by other public agencies that are not the city (for example, 
Clackamas County, the Oregon Department of TransportaƟon, Urban Renewal Agency), shall require the wriƩen consent 
of the applicable public agency before the nominaƟon is considered by the city. 
 
I would like to get your input on whether the County supports this applicaƟon or not. It would also be great if PGE has 
any maintenance records about this tree. I don’t have any professional assessment of it’s condiƟon. 
 
If the County consented to the nominaƟon, and the tree were to be designated by the city commission, it means that 
the highest priority for maintenance is geared towards preserving the tree if it does not represent a threat to public 
safety. 
 
I am happy to chat with you about this in further detail. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Pete Walter 
 
Pete Walter (he/him/his), Planning Manager 
Certified Arborist PN-9393A 
Community Development Department - Planning Division 
695 Warner Parrott Rd, Oregon City, OR 97045 
pwalter@orcity.org 
Desk: (503) 496-1562 
Mobile: (503) 509-4154 
Main: (503) 722-3789 
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Pete Walter

From: John M. Lewis
Sent: Monday, May 15, 2023 3:55 PM
To: Pete Walter
Cc: Aquilla Hurd-Ravich
Subject: RE: Heritage Tree Nomination in South End ROW abutting 506 S. High Street 

Thanks Pete.  This tree is at the intersecƟon of South End Road and Clinton Street although I do see that the addressing 
in this area places the lots on High Street.   
 
This secƟon of South End Road (High Street) and the ROW are of the jurisdicƟonal authority of Clackamas County.  They 
may have a posiƟon on this tree being nominated.  
 
The only other thing I would offer is that this tree is at the epicenter of PGE power transmission lines and if you look 
over the area you will see that I’m not aware of a tree footprint that is more inundated by power lines.  The Tree is 
trimmed accordingly and has an imbalanced canopy which has me wondering about its health and its structure, 
assuming you consider structure in the naming of a heritage tree.  There is also a Clackamas County Storm Drainage line 
that looks like it runs directly under the tree.   Again, I think this compromises the tree and whether its situaƟon is 
impacted by the Power lines or the storm line, work to this infrastructure would likely be compromised by the heritage 
designaƟon.  I would not recommend it if it were in Oregon City ROW.  
 
I’m also curious if the adjacent owner recognizes that this tree is their maintenance responsibility.  I bet they do not see 
it that way. 
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From: Pete Walter <pwalter@orcity.org>  
Sent: Monday, May 15, 2023 1:29 PM 
To: John M. Lewis <jmlewis@orcity.org> 
Cc: Aquilla Hurd-Ravich <ahurdravich@orcity.org> 
Subject: Heritage Tree Nomination in South End ROW abutting 506 S. High Street  
 
John, 
 
This is a white oak abuƫng 506. S. High St, which is actually in the ROW of South End Road. Didi nominated it, the 
owners consented, and the NRC recommended approval 2/8/2023, but it has not been to City Commission yet.  
 
Pete 
 
 
Pete Walter (he/him/his), Planning Manager 
Certified Arborist PN-9393A 
Community Development Department - Planning Division 
695 Warner Parrott Rd, Oregon City, OR 97045 
pwalter@orcity.org 
Desk: (503) 496-1562 
Mobile: (503) 509-4154 
Main: (503) 722-3789 
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