
 

CITY OF OREGON CITY 
 

URBAN RENEWAL COMMISSION 
 

AGENDA  

Commission Chambers, Libke Public Safety Facility, 1234 Linn Ave, Oregon City 

Wednesday, October 06, 2021 at 6:00 PM 

Ways to participate in this public meeting: 

•        Attend in person, location listed above, and masks are required. 
•        Register to provide electronic testimony (email recorderteam@orcity.org or 
         call 503-496-1505 by 3 p.m. on the day of the meeting to register). 
•        Email recorderteam@orcity.org (deadline to submit written testimony via email 
         is 3 p.m. on the day of the meeting). 
•        Mail to City of Oregon City, Attn: City Recorder, P.O. Box 3040, Oregon City, OR 97045. 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

DISCUSSION ITEM 

1. Third Amendment to Purchase and Sale Agreement (922 Main Street) 

2. North End Wetlands Cleanup 

3. Minutes of the July 7, 2021 Urban Renewal Commission Meeting 

4. Minutes of the July 21, 2021 Urban Renewal Commission Meeting 

5. Minutes of the August 16, 2021 Urban Renewal Commission Retreat 

COMMUNICATIONS 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT GUIDELINES 

Complete a Comment Card prior to the meeting and submit it to the City Recorder. When the Mayor/Chair 
calls your name, proceed to the speaker table, and state your name and city of residence into the 
microphone. Each speaker is given three (3) minutes to speak. To assist in tracking your speaking time, 
refer to the timer on the table. 

As a general practice, the City Commission does not engage in discussion with those making comments. 
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Urban Renewal Commission Agenda October 06, 2021 
 

 

Electronic presentations are permitted but shall be delivered to the City Recorder 48 hours in advance of 

the meeting. 

ADA NOTICE 

The location is ADA accessible. Hearing devices may be requested from the City Recorder prior to the 
meeting. Individuals requiring other assistance must make their request known 48 hours preceding the 
meeting by contacting the City Recorder’s Office at 503-657-0891. 

Agenda Posted at City Hall, Pioneer Community Center, Library, City Website. 

Video Streaming & Broadcasts: The meeting is streamed live on the Oregon City’s website at 
www.orcity.org and available on demand following the meeting. The meeting can be viewed on 
Willamette Falls Television channel 28 for Oregon City area residents as a rebroadcast. Please 

contact WFMC at 503-650-0275 for a programming schedule. 
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CITY OF OREGON CITY 
625 Center Street  

Oregon City, OR 97045 

Staff Report 
503-657-0891 

 

To: Urban Renewal Commission Agenda Date: 10/6/2021 

From: Executive Director, Tony Konkol  

SUBJECT: 

Third Amendment to Purchase and Sale Agreement (922 Main Street) 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve the Third Amendment to the Purchase and Sale Agreement and require an 
additional $10,000 of earnest money deposit bringing the total to $15,000. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

During its meeting on June 16, 2021, the Urban Renewal Commission unanimously voted 
to extend the existing PSA dated June 21, 2017. The expiration date was decided to be 
October 30, 2021, with no modifications to the existing PSA. 

BACKGROUND: 

On May 31, 2017, Willamette Stone, LLC proposed a Purchase and Sale Agreement 
(“PSA”) with the Urban Renewal Commission.  The Commission agreed to sell 922 Main 
Street for a purchase price of $110,000. The developer provided $5,000 in earnest 
money. 

During the Urban Renewal Commission Meeting held on September 16, 2020, the 
developer proposed to remove the residential component in favor of constructing a 
building that only contained retail and office space due to the lack of a quiet zone. 

After much deliberation regarding the changing market relative to commercial, retail and 
office space as well as the pending discussion about Urban Renewal and other market 
transitions, the Urban Renewal Commission voted unanimously to extend the existing 
PSA dated June 21, 2017.  It was agreed that the First Amendment to the existing PSA 
would expire on July 30, 2021, with no modifications to the existing PSA.   

In another proposal presented on June 16, 2021, the developer proposed having 
residential only on the third floor of the building. The rest of the building would be reserved 
for office and/or retail space. 
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After discussions with a potential tenant, the developer is presenting a Third Amendment 
to the existing PSA whereby it is proposing to construct a build-to-suite project belonging 
to a single tenant. The first floor is to be constructed to accommodate a brewery operation 
with a tasting room and retail sales area. The second floor will consist of a restaurant 
belonging to the same potential tenant. The third floor would consist of a roof top deck 
with a roof top garden belonging to the same proposed tenant.  

OPTIONS: 

1. Approve the Third Amendment to the existing Purchase and Sale Agreement 
contingent upon producing a fully executed lease agreement from the potential 
tenant.  

2. Cancel the existing PSA    

BUDGET IMPACT: 

Amount:  $15,000 

FY(s):  FY 2022 

Funding Source(s): Willamette Stone, LLC 
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 1 

THIRD AMENDMENT 

TO 

PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT  

 THIS THIRD AMENDMENT TO PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT (the “Third 

Amendment”), dated as of October ___, 2021, is made by and OREGON CITY URBAN 

RENEWAL AGENCY, the duly designated Urban Renewal Agency of the City of Oregon City 

(“Seller”), and WILLAMETTE STONE, LLC (“Purchaser”), with reference to the following:  

WHEREAS, Purchaser (as successor-in-interest to Willamette Stone Partners, LLC) and Seller 

are parties to that certain Purchase and Sale Agreement dated as of June 21, 2017, as amended 

prior to the date hereof (as amended the “PSA”);  

WHEREAS,  Seller, and Seller’s Urban Renewal Commission (URC) met October 6, 2021 to 

review and vote on a proposal presented by Purchaser to redesign and develop the Project as a 

mixed-use commercial building with restaurant/food and beverage space.  Subsequently the URC 

voted to extend the existing PSA until May 31, 2023; and  

WHEREAS, Seller and Purchaser have agreed to enter into this Third Amendment to set forth 

their agreement regarding the matters set forth herein.  

NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which 

are hereby acknowledged, Purchaser and Seller hereby agree to the following:  

 

1. Terms. All initially capitalized terms which are used in this Third Amendment, but not 

otherwise defined herein, shall have the same meanings as ascribed thereto in the PSA.  

2. Site Approval Period.  The Site Approval Period is hereby extended to expire on April 

30, 2023. 

3. Earnest Money Deposit.  Paragraph 1.2.1 of the original PSA required Purchaser to 

deposit $5,000 in earnest money to an escrow account.  In consideration of the extension 

contained in this Third Amendment to the PSA, Purchaser shall, within 5 days of execution of 

this Third Amendment, deposit an additional $10,000 in earnest money, for a total of $15,000, 

into the same escrow account as the initial earnest money deposit. 

4.  Purchase and Sale Agreement Ratified.  In all other respects, except as otherwise 

provided by this Third Amendment, the undersigned hereby ratify and confirm the PSA which 

remains in full force and effect.  

5. Counterparts. This Third Amendment may be executed in counterparts, each of which 

shall be deemed an original and all of said counterparts shall constitute but one and the same 

instrument. Signatures delivered via facsimile or other electronic means shall be accepted as if 

original. 

[Signature page follows.]
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned hereby execute this Third Amendment to be 

effective as of October ___, 2021.  

 

SELLER: 

 

OREGON CITY URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY,  

the duly designated Urban Renewal Agency of the City of Oregon City 

 

 

  
By:__________________________ 

Name: 

Title: 

 

Date:__________________ 

          

 

 
 

  

PURCHASER: 

 

WILLAMETTE STONE, LLC 

 

 

By:__________________________  

Name: 

Title: 

 

Date:________________ 
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922 Main St. Oregon City, OR 97045 

Page 1 of 5 
 

Zoning Code Summary   
922 Main St. Oregon City, OR 97045  

 

 
City Property report: https://www.dropbox.com/s/xfbswdnnztz11b9/922%20Report-2021-09-
08.pdf?dl=0 
 

 

 
 

Property Information 

Jurisdiction  Clackamas County / Oregon City  

Zoning MUD – Mixed Use Downtown District 

District Overlays Geologic Hazards Overlay District 

Property ID 2-2E-31AB-03200 

Current Use Vacant Lot 

County Clackamas 

Total Land Area 9,583 square ft. (.2 acreas) 

Surrounding Uses 

North, West: Commercial 
Northeast: Commercial 
Southeast: Railroad Tracks/ ROW 
Southwest: Commercial 

Notable Site Features ~8ft of cross slope 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topographic Map 
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922 Main St. Oregon City, OR 97045 
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Geological Hazard Map 
 

 

General 
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922 Main St. Oregon City, OR 97045 

Page 3 of 5 
 

17.34.010 Designated – Characteristics of the MUD Zone  
The mixed-use downtown (MUD) district is designed to apply within the traditional downtown core along Main Street and includes the 
"north-end" area, generally between 5th Street and Abernethy Street, and some of the area bordering McLoughlin Boulevard. Lan d uses 
are characterized by high-volume establishments constructed at the human scale such as retail, service, office, multi -family residential, 
lodging or similar as defined by the community development director. A mix of high-density residential, office and retail uses are 
encouraged in this district, with retail and service uses on the ground floor and office and residential uses on the upper fl oors. The 
emphasis is on those uses that encourage pedestrian and transit use. 
 

Use Regulations 

17.34.020 – Permitted Uses 
A. Permitted uses in the MUD district are defined as: Any use permitted in the mixed – use corridor without a size limitation, unless otherwise 
restricted in Sections 17.34.020 or 17.34.040 
 
The following Uses are permitted within the MUD zone:  Restaurants, eating and drinking establishments without a drive-through B. 
Live/work units 

Development Standards 
 

Summary of Development Standards for Mixed-Use Buildings within the Downtown Design 
District  

Setback Requirements Standards 
Municipal 

Code 
Section 

Minimum Lot Area No limit  
 
 
 

17.34.070 

 

Minimum Floor Area Ratio 0.5  

Minimum Building Height 25’ or Two stories  

Maximum Building Height 
58’ from average grade (Approximately 64’ above main 
street) 
 

Minimum Setbacks if not abutting a residential zone None 

Maximum Allowed Setbacks 

Front Yard: 10’ 
Interior Side Yard: No Maximum 
Corner Side yard abutting street: 10’ 
Rear yard: No Maximum 
Rear yard abutting street: 10’ 

Maximum Site Coverage of the building and parking lot 95% 

Minimum Landscape Requirement 
5% including parking lot 
 

Land Use Automobile Parking Requirements 

Retail/Shopping/Restaurants: 4.10/1000sf 
Office: 2.70/1000sf 
Manufacturing, wholesale establishment 1.60/1000sf 
Ground floor brewery: 4500sf x 1.6/100sf = 7.2 spaces 
Second floor restaurant: 3640SF x 4.1/100sf=14.9 spaces 
22 Parking spaces less 50% less 10% reduction = 10 parking 
spaces = 10 Parking space required. 
 
 
Reductions: 
Downtown Parking Overlay District: Fifty percent reduction 
in the minimum number of spaces required is allowed prior 
to seeking further reductions 
 
The minimum required number of stalls may be reduced by 
up to ten percent when the subject property is adjacent to 
an existing or planned fixed public transit route or within 
one thousand feet of an existing or planned transit stop. 
 
Requested parking variances available but not 
necessarily used to meet min. parking standard. 
Development Director approval required. 

• All spaces on site to be compact 

 
17.52.030 
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922 Main St. Oregon City, OR 97045 

Page 4 of 5 
 

• Count off site parking 
-Within 300’ of the site. 35 spaces 
-Between 300-600’ from the site 56 spaces  
Total allowable parking increase 29 spaces. 
Parking study required to confirm 

 

Land Use Bicycle Parking Requirements 1 per 20 auto spaces (minimum of 2) 
 

17.52.040 

Site Frontage on Sites with 100’ or more of frontage 

at least 60% of the site frontage width shall be occupied by 
buildings placed within five feet of the property line. For sites 
with less than one hundred feet of street frontage, at least 
fifty percent 
 

 
17.62.055 

Variation in Massing 

Street facing facades greater than 120’ in length: modulation 
is required which extends through all floors. Decks and roof 
overhangs may encroach up to 3’ per side into the 
modulation.  
The modulation shall meet one of the following dimensional 
requirements: 
1. A minimum depth of two percent of the length of the 
façade and a minimum width of thirty 
percent of the length of the façade; or 
2. A minimum depth of four percent of the length of the 
façade and a minimum width of 
twenty percent of the length of the façade 

 
17.62.055 

Building Design Elements 

All front and side facades shall provide a design element or 
architectural feature that add 
interest and detail such that there are no blank walls of thirty 
feet in length or more, 
measured horizontally. Features that can meet this 
requirement include: 

a) Change in building material or texture 
b) Window or door 
c) Balcony 
d) Pillar or post 

 
For every 30’ of façade length, three of the following 
elements are required: 

a) Decorative materials on more than ten percent of 
the total wall area (e.g., brick or stonework, 
shingles, wainscoting, ornamentation, and similar 
features) 

b) Decorative cornice and/or roof line (e.g., for flat 
roofs) 

c) Roof gable 
d) Recessed entry 
e) Covered canopy entry 
f) Cupola or tower 
g) Dormer 
h) Balcony 
i) Pillars or posts 
j) Repeating pattern of building materials 
k) A change in plane of at least two feet in width and 

six inches in depth 
l) Bay or oriel window 
m) An alternative feature providing visual relief and 

detail as approved by the Community 
Development Director 

 
17.62.055 

Windows 

Use: 

Ground 
Floor: Front 
and Street 
Facades 

Upper 
Floor: Front 
and Street 
Facades 

Ground 
Floor: Side 
Facades 

Upper Floor: 
Side Facades 

 
Table 

17.62.055.J 

Non-Multi-Family Portions: 60% 10% 30% 10% 

     

Reflective, Glazed, mirrored, Limited to 10% of the lineal footage of  
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922 Main St. Oregon City, OR 97045 

Page 5 of 5 
 

or tinted glass windows on the street facing facade. Highly reflective or 
glare-producing glass with a reflective factor of one-quarter 
or greater is prohibited on all building facades. Any glazing 
materials shall have a maximum fifteen percent outside 
visual light reflectivity value. No exception shall be made for 
reflective glass styles that appear transparent when 
internally illuminated. 

17.62.055 
 
 

False windows 

Side walls that face walkways may include false windows and 
door openings only when actual doors and windows are not 
feasible because of the nature of the use of the interior use 
of the building.  
False windows located within 20’ of a right-of-way shall be 
utilized as display windows with a minimum display depth of 
thirty-six inches 

  

Roofline 
Maximum length of any continuous roofline on a street-
facing façade without a cross gable or change in height of at 
least 2’: 75’ 

 
17.62.055 

Refuse and Recycling 

All new development shall include a refuse and recycling 
enclosure. The area(s) shall be: 

a) Fully enclosed and visually screened;  
b) Located in a manner easily and safely accessible 

by collection vehicles; 
c) Located in a manner so as not to hinder travel 

lanes, walkways, streets or adjacent properties; 
d) On a level, hard surface designed to discharge 

surface water runoff and avoid ponding; 
e) Maintained by the property owner; 
f) Used only for purposes of storing solid waste and 

recyclable materials; 
g) Designed in accordance with applicable sections 

of the Oregon City Municipal Code (including 
OCMC 8.20—Solid Waste Collection and Disposal) 
and city adopted policies. 

 
17.62.085 
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922 Main Street - PSA Closing Timeline

Item Date Days Notes

PSA Exectution Date 7/21/2017 Acknowledgement

Due Diligence Period Expiration 11/18/2017 120 Exhibit B, Section 1.A

Site Approval Period Expiration 11/2/2020 1080 Exhibit B, Section 1.B

Closing Date 12/2/2020 30 Exhibit C, Section 3.A

1st Extended Site Approval Period 7/30/2021 270 1st Amendement to PSA

2nd Extended Site Approval Period 10/31/2021 93 2nd Amendement to PSA (Oct 21)

3rd Extended Site Approval Period 4/30/2023 546 18 month extension period

Adjusted Closing Date 5/30/2023 30 Exhibit C, Section 3.A

922 Main Street Land Use Milestones

Start End

Project kickoff Oct-21 Nov-21 May be sooner if commission approves prior to end of PSA extension

Entitlements Nov-21 Jun-22 7.25 months

Construction drawings Jun-22 Aug-22 2 months

Permitting Aug-22 Nov-22 3 months

Timeline contingency Apr-23 5 months added for any unanticipated delays outside of WS control
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1st Amendement to PSA

2nd Amendement to PSA (Oct 21) 3.1

18 month extension period 18.0

May be sooner if commission approves prior to end of PSA extension

5 months added for any unanticipated delays outside of WS control
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CITY OF OREGON CITY 
625 Center Street  

Oregon City, OR 97045 

Staff Report 
503-657-0891 

 

To: Urban Renewal Commission Agenda Date: 10/6/2021 

From: Executive Director, Tony Konkol  

SUBJECT: 

North End Wetlands Cleanup 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Urban Renewal Commission review and accept Rivers of Life 
Center’s Project Close-Out Report on the North End Wetlands Area Cleanup Project. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

Approximately 13 acres of Urban Renewal property was being negatively impacted by 
illegal dumping of debris; existence of several broken fence lines, camping of homeless 
individuals and destruction of habitat. The Rivers of Life Center has received significant 
funding to perform work, for the “public benefit.”  On July 21, 2021, The Urban Renewal 
Commission entered into an Agreement with Rivers of Life Center to cleanup the North 
End Wetlands Area within the District.  

BACKGROUND: 
Rivers of Life Center and its Youth Environmental Services Crew have received 
significant funding from the Oregon Youth Corp to perform work for the “public benefit.” 
The organization was asked to assist the Urban Renewal Commission with cleaning up 
its property (13 acres) situated in the North End of the District. The Rivers of Life Center 
agreed to conduct the work associated with this project at very little cost to the Urban 
Renewal Commission. 
 
The project required approved access to the Urban Renewal-owned property impacted; 
a contractual agreement detailing the scope of work; and general liability insurance 
coverage naming the Urban Renewal Commission as an insured party.  Rivers of Life 
Center stated that it trained and employed Oregon City youth residents to perform the 
work. 
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Page 2 of 2 

The proposed scope of work for this project included general cleanup, debris removal and 
re-securing the fence lines. The Rivers of Life Center finished the work on August 30th 
2021.   
 

OPTIONS: 

1. Accept the Project Close-Out Report    
 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

Amount:  0 

FY(s):  2021/2022 

Funding Source(s): Rivers of Life Center 
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North End District and 
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• Federal Permit Area

• 4 Acre Metro Gateway Ponds
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CITY OF OREGON CITY 
 

URBAN RENEWAL COMMISSION 
 

DRAFT MINUTES  

Virtual Meeting 

Wednesday, July 07, 2021 at 6:00 PM 

VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE URBAN RENEWAL COMMISSION 

CALL TO ORDER 

 Chair Denyse McGriff called the meeting to at 6:02 PM. 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: 7 -  Commissioner Denyse McGriff, Commissioner Shawn Cross, Commissioner 
Rachel  Lyles Smith, Commissioner Adam Marl, Commissioner Doug Neeley, 
Commissioner Frank O'Donnell, and Commissioner Rocky Smith, Jr. 

STAFFERS: 4 -  City Manager Tony Konkol, City Recorder Kattie Riggs, Economic Development 
Manager James Graham, and Finance Director Matt Zook 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Betty Mumm, resident of Oregon City, thought the Urban Renewal Commission needed to have an 
election for the Chair separate from the Urban Renewal Budget Committee. She also thought the 
Commission should hold a retreat. 

Chair McGriff explained the Urban Renewal Commission had elected Chair McGriff as Chair separately 
from the Urban Renewal Budget Committee Chair. 

DISCUSSION ITEM 

1. Urban Renewal District Draft Vision Statement and Framework for Decision-Making 

James Graham, Economic Development Manager, discussed the vision statement background 
information. Staff was asked to develop a draft vision statement to spur conversation which was provided 
for this meeting. 

Commissioner Smith thought the draft vision statement document was lacking in consideration of the 
many important projects and how they all relate to the future of the city, especially in the area of tourism.  

Commissioner Smith and Commissioner Neeley felt the Urban Renewal Commission should hold a 
separate retreat to work on the draft vision statement. Chair McGriff and Commissioner Lyles Smith felt 
the OC2040 work should be utilized in composing the Vision Statement. Chair McGriff liked the three core 
goals and added an additional item titled “tourism opportunities.” There was consensus to hold a retreat. 

Commissioner Lyles Smith felt the items provided were more goals than a vision statement. She stated 
some basic changes to the one sentence statements regarding the goals. Commissioner Lyles Smith had 
ideas to add to the section regarding livability in the downtown area. 

Chair McGriff did not want to be so specific with the goal items and call out specific projects, but use a 
more generic statement. 
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Commissioner Neeley felt the Riverwalk project should be included in the draft vision statement.  

Commissioner O’Donnell felt the environmental concerns of Clackamette Cove need to be addressed 
before recreational businesses could be established. 

Chair McGriff would like to see an emphasis on living-wage job creation tied to any significant project. 
Commissioner O'Donnell wanted to be broader when including industries, so that it includes opportunities 
that have not settled in Oregon City yet. 

Commissioner Lyles Smith felt the Commission should look at zoning within the Urban Renewal District 
area and what the allowable uses are. Commissioner Lyles Smith felt the language regarding living 
wages needed to be changed to provide a range of incomes and not focus solely on professional jobs. 

Nick Veroske, resident of Portland, Oregon, provided comment on the draft vision statement document 
and felt the document was very adequate as well as expressed support of a potential urban renewal 
project at the former Rossman Landfill site.  

2. Minutes of the June 1, 2021 Urban Renewal Commission Meeting 

3. Minutes of the June 2, 2021 Urban Renewal Commission Meeting 

Motion made by Commissioner Neeley, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Jr., to approve the 
meeting minutes of June 1, 2021 and June 2, 2021. The motion carried with the following vote: 

Yea: 7 - Commissioner McGriff, Commissioner Cross, Commissioner Smith, Commissioner Marl, 
Commissioner Neeley, Commissioner O'Donnell, and Commissioner Smith, Jr. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

There were no communications. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair McGriff adjourned the meeting at 6:57 PM. 

 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 

 
 _____________________________ 

 Jakob Wiley, Assistant City Recorder 
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CITY OF OREGON CITY 
 

URBAN RENEWAL COMMISSION 
 

DRAFT MINUTES  

Commission Chambers, Libke Public Safety Facility, 1234 Linn Ave, Oregon City 

Wednesday, July 21, 2021 at 6:00 PM 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE URBAN RENEWAL COMMISSION 

CALL TO ORDER 

 Chair Denyse McGriff called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM. 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: 6 - Commissioner Denyse McGriff, Commissioner Shawn Cross, Commissioner 
Rachel Lyles Smith, Commissioner Doug Neeley, Commissioner Frank 
O'Donnell, and Commissioner Rocky Smith, Jr. 

ABSENT: 1 - Commissioner Adam Marl 

STAFFERS: 4 -  City Manager Tony Konkol, City Recorder Kattie Riggs, Assistant City Recorder 
Jakob Wiley, Public Works Director John Lewis, and Economic Development 
Manager James Graham. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

 There were no citizen comments. 

DISCUSSION ITEM 

1. Personal Services Agreement with Rivers of Life Center to Provide General Cleanup at 
the North End Wetlands Near The Cove 

James Graham, Economic Development Manager, discussed the personal services agreement and the 
scope of services for the contract to clean up the area near Clackamette Cove. Mr. Graham discussed 
that the cost for the contract is minimal for the City.  

Commissioner Lyles Smith discussed trash debris located in near the Metro Station and her work with 
coordinating the clean up effort. 

Jerry Herman, citizen of Gladstone, Oregon, provided a public comment concerning mowing in the 
wetland areas and issues with homeless people living in the area. Chair McGriff asked Mr. Herman a few 
questions regarding fencing and hazardous materials in the area. Commissioner O'Donnell asked about 
insurance coverage for volunteers. 

Motion made by Commissioner Smith, seconded by Commissioner Smith, Jr., to approve the 
personal services agreement with Rivers of Life Center. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Voting Yea: Commissioner McGriff, Commissioner Cross, Commissioner Smith, Commissioner 
Neeley, Commissioner O'Donnell, and Commissioner Smith, Jr. 
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2. Vision Statement and Framework for Decision-Making 

Mr. Graham provided the staff report regarding the draft vision statement and associated costs borne by 
the applicant. Commissioner Lyles Smith asked about application fees and Mr. Graham noted that the 
City does not require an application fee. Commissioner McGriff asked about the information that would be 
gathered for applicants. 

Chair McGriff asked about how much financial information is requested as part of the application process. 
Commissioner O'Donnell agreed that additional information should be requested.  

Commissioner Lyles Smith expressed concerns that some of the edits were not included that were 
provided by the Commissioners. Mr. Graham noted that not all of the changes were included in the draft 
included with the agenda. Tony Konkol, City Manager, discussed that further work on these documents 
will be completed at the upcoming visioning retreat on August 16, 2021. 

3. Vision Statement Development Resources 

Mr. Graham noted that the item is a review of the older documents. Commissioner Smith suggested 
adding reference to the tourism plans in the vision statement.  

COMMUNICATIONS 

4. Discussions with RestorCap Concerning the Cove Mitigation and Restoration and an 
Update on the Expired Cove Dredging Permit  

Mr. Konkol discussed the item and allowing the dredge permit from 2001 to lapse. Mr. Konkol discussed 
the rationale in allowing the permit to lapse. Mr. Konkol discussed the contract with Leland Consulting. 

Commissioner O'Donnell expressed frustration with allowing the permit to lapse. John Lewis, Public 
Works Director, discussed that the permit cost was minimal, but had become outdated since its original 
purpose to allow access for marine patrol.  

Mr. Konkol discussed the growth of the gravel bar in the Clackamas River. Mr. Konol discussed the costs 
associated with the dredge, the history of the Urban Renewal Commission and financial issues that 
hindered the project. 

Commissioner O’Donnell asked if the permit can be restored, since it could be used to improve water 
quality using tidal action. The gravel bar prevents water flow into and out of Clackamette Cove.  

Commissioner McGriff asked if there was consensus to pursue restoring the dredge permit. The 
Commissioners expressed their support and provided direction to staff to investigate restoring or 
renewing the dredging permit. 

Mr. Herman provided further public comment and discussed the history of the site and federal jurisdiction 
issues. Mr. Herman indicated that two feet of channel maintenance might be enough to improve water 
quality in Clackamette Cove. 

Mr. Konkol discussed that RestorCap had suggested that dredging might not be the best approach to 
restoring the water quality in the Clackamette Cove since it will require repeated maintenance into the 
future. This continuing obligation to dredge could undermine the mitigation credit project. 

Mr. Lewis discussed that the gravel bar would likely return in the future, requiring repeated projects. Mr. 
Lewis indicated that getting a new dredging permit might cost less than the $150,000.00 that it originally 
cost, but the project itself would probably exceed the $250,000.00 cost originally estimated in 2010. This 
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work would likely need to be completed regularly to maintain the channel. Mr. Lewis had heard concerns 
from other consultants that dredging might actually be harmful to the water quality in the area. 

Mr. Konkol discussed that the work with RestorCap will result in an analysis of the best approach to 
improving the water quality as part of the determination of mitigation credits. Commissioner O’Donnell 
asked for some options of what can be done rather than focusing on the potential barriers. 

Chair McGriff commented on the history of the Clackamette Cove and the naming contest for 
Clackamette Cove, suggested by the former City Recorder Jean Elliot who won the naming contest. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair McGriff adjourned the meeting at 7:03 PM. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 
 _____________________________ 

 Jakob Wiley, Assistant City Recorder 
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CITY OF OREGON CITY 
 

URBAN RENEWAL COMMISSION 
 

DRAFT MINUTES  

Commission Chambers, Libke Public Safety Facility, 1234 Linn Ave, Oregon City 

Monday, August 16, 2021 at 6:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Denyse McGriff called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM. 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: 7 - Commissioner Denyse McGriff, Commissioner Shawn Cross, Commissioner 
Rachel Lyles Smith, Commissioner Adam Marl, Commissioner Doug Neeley, 
Commissioner Frank O'Donnell, and Commissioner Rocky Smith, Jr. 

STAFFERS: 6 - City Manager Tony Konkol, Asst. City Recorder Jakob Wiley, Economic 
Development Manager James Graham, Finance Director Matt Zook, Assistant to 
the City Manager Lisa Oreskovich, Economic Development Coordinator Ann 
Griffin 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

There were no citizen comments. 

DISCUSSION ITEM 

1. Urban Renewal Retreat - District Vision Statement and Framework for Decision-Making 

Tony Konkol, City Manager, introduced the item. The Urban Renewal Commission met on July 7, 2021, to 
review a draft Vision Statement and Framework for Decision-Making provided by staff. At the conclusion 
of the meeting, it was decided by the Urban Renewal Commission to hold a retreat to help the agency 
develop its vision and framework for decision making about investing in projects.  

James Graham, Economic Development Director, discussed the general vision statement. Mr. Graham 
provided a review of the opening statement of the draft vision statement. Commissioner Smith felt the 
opening statement was not broad enough and that some verbiage had not been discussed. 
Commissioner Lyles Smith commented that the opening statement was too detailed.  

Commissioner Neeley would like to see a preamble that speaks to the historical and cultural significance 
of the area that makes it unique.  

Chair McGriff felt that childcare options were very important and need specific attention in the vision 
statement.  

Commissioner Cross felt the vision statement needed to be more simplistic, in the event things change in 
the City and future City Commissions might want to have a different focus.  

Chair McGriff liked one of the examples of a vision statement from the City of Madras and felt it was more 
in line with Oregon City. 
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Commissioner Smith felt the opening statement is too specific and items like childcare, should not be in 
an opening statement.  

Chair McGriff felt the opening statement should be broad, but the individual goals be specific. Chair 
McGriff suggested borrowing language from other cities’ vision statements. 

Commissioner Smith felt other cities’ vision statements should not be plagiarized and Oregon City’s 
should be unique. Commissioner Smith asked to include bullet points for: visitor infrastructure, park 
spaces, public restrooms, visitor parking, shuttles, trollies, dining, shopping, hotels, convention spaces, 
better use of current assets, like the Amtrack Station and End of the Oregon Trail Interpretive Center, 
development that supports downtown, livability improvements that benefit for the whole city, Clackamette 
Cove and Rossman Landfill sites and Willamette Falls Legacy Project to act as bookends for the District.  

The Commissioners discussed in detail items to be listed under each subheading and topics to focus on. 
Some items and topic may cross-over to other goals. The major topics were placed on the posters under 
the applicable headings. 

Mr. Graham commented that the Willamette Falls Legacy Project should be considered under the tourism 
goal.  

Commissioner O'Donnell commented that stand-alone projects will tend to not be supported by those that 
are opposed to urban renewal, but when presented as part of a broader complementary project will be 
supported. He also supports flexibility with the vision and goals.  

Commissioner Smith suggested inclusion of reuse of the courthouse as part of the infrastructure goals.  

There was discussion of whether the Urban Renewal District should produce a profit. Mr. Konkol 
discussed that some infrastructure investment pays back by improving opportunity in the district. 

The Commission discussed recreational opportunities. Water quality improvement in the Clackamette 
Cove was discussed as an item that served multiple goals. 

The Commission discussed the preamble and the context for the District’s vision. Mr. Konkol discussed 
that the OC2040 Comprehensive Plan development could provide valuable content for the preamble. 

Mr. Graham noted that job-creation had not been discussed. Chair McGriff and Commissioner Lyles 
Smith thought it would fit into the livability goal section. Mr. Konkol suggested that the goal could be to 
improve the diversity of jobs available in the City. 

There was discussion of whether the community would travel to downtown for shopping, as has 
historically occurred. Commissioner O’Donnell mentioned support for a parking structure to encourage 
travel into the district. Commissioner McGriff suggested expanding the open hours for the Oregon City 
Municipal Elevator. 

There was discussion of whether the Commission should set goals for each property to guide proposals, 
since these overarching vision and goals apply to the District as a whole. Mr. Konkol suggested that this 
would be completed as part of this process after the other portions of the plan have been reviewed by the 
Commission. There was discussion of topics to be discussed to finalize a plan at the next retreat meeting. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

There were no communications. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Chair McGriff adjourned the meeting at 7:54 PM. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 
 _____________________________ 

 Jakob Wiley, Assistant City Recorder 
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